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Education and Training 
University of Concepción, Chile Chemical Engineering B.S., 1994 

University of Maine, Orono, ME Forest Resources Ph.D., 2009 

University of Maine, Orono, ME  Adv. Engineered Wood Composites Certificate, 2009 
 

Research and Professional Experience  
2016–Present Associate Professor Sustainable Biomaterials (Wood Science and Technology), School of 

Natural Resources and the Environment, West Virginia University 

2010–2016 Assistant Professor of Wood Science and Technology, School of Natural Resources and 

the Environment, West Virginia University 

2005–2009 Graduate Research Assistant, Advanced Structures and Composites Center, University of 

Maine, Orono, ME 

2002–2005 Head of the Advanced Material Area, Unidad de Desarrollo Tecnológico, University of 

Concepción, Chile 

1994–2001 Project Engineer, Unidad de Desarrollo Tecnológico, University of Concepción, Chile 
 

Current Teaching Responsibilities 
Wood Anatomy and Structure (FNRS 223, 3cr); Anatomy of North American Wood (FNRS 623, 3cr); Wood 

Mechanics (FNRS 341, 3cr); Wood-Based Composite Materials (FNRS 465, 3cr); Advanced Wood Mechanics 

(FNRS 693C, 3cr); Advanced Wood Composites (FNRS 693D, 3cr); Wood Chemistry (FNRS 413); Forest 

Resources in U.S. History (FNRS 100, 3cr); Wood Protection (FNRS 351, 3cr). Other classes taught: Sustainable 

Construction (FNRS 320, 3cr); Career in Natural Resources (FNRS 203, 1cr). 
 

Other Responsibilities 
Preparation of the Wood Science and Technology (WST) Assessment Plan for: 

a) WST ten-year Accreditation - Society of Wood Science and Technology (SWST) 

b) WST Five-year review for the West Virginia University Board of Governors (BOG) reports. 
 

Synergistic Activities 
● Ad hoc reviewer for the USDA Agriculture and Food Research Initiative (AFRI) Exploratory Research program. 

● Panel member for the USDA-SBIR Phase I and II. Forestry and Related Resources. 

● Panel member for the USDA AFRI Sustainable Agricultural Systems competitive grants. 

● Past Chair of the Society of Wood Science and Technology (SWST) Education and Accreditation 

Committee. 
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destructive and non-destructive methods. Case Studies in Construction Materials, 22, e04673. 
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Spinning Technology (RJS). ACS Applied Polymer Materials. 5(3) 1657–1669. 

https://doi.org/10.1021/acsapm.2c01387  

6. Ponce G., Rodriguez S, Castano P., Oporto G., Sabando C. and G. Cabrera. 2022. Biocomoposites of polylactic 

acid/ poly(butylene adipate‐co‐terephthalate) blends loaded with quinoa husk agro‐waste: thermal and mechanical 

properties. Journal of Polymer Research. 29: 356. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10965-022-03196-y 

7. O’Donnell K.L., Oporto G.S.* and Comolli N.2020. Evaluation of Acetaminophen Release from Biodegradable 
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2020, 10, 301; doi:10.3390/nano10020301. 
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L.D. and Esquivel M. 2020. Micro- and Nanofibrillated Cellulose (MNFC) from Pineapple (Ananas comosus) 
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Microorganisms. https://www.biorxiv.org/content/10.1101/783076v1 
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Potential Uses as Biofuel. Energies 12, 705. 
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